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Results of Recent 
Drugs and Drinking 
Survey 


More than 125,000 stu- 
dents recently participated in 
the Weekly Reader 1987 
Drugs and Drinking Survey. 
The survey was conducted 
among readers of Weekly 
Reader periodicals, which in- 
clude Weekly Reader, Current 
Science, and Current Events. 

The survey shows a major 
split between the attitudes of 
younger kids (those below the 
seventh grade) and those of 
students in grades 7-12. Here 
are some key results: 

e Peer Pressure. Student 
perception of peer pressure to 
try drugs and alcohol seems 
to increase as a student pro- 
gresses in school. In the 
fourth grade, for instance, the 
percentage of students who 
say that kids their age push 
each other “some” or “a lot” 
to try alcohol is 36 percent. In 
grades 7-12, by contrast, 75 
percent of students say kids 
their age push each other 
“some” or “a lot” to try alco- 
hol. “Fitting in with other kids” 
and “feeling older’ are the 
main reasons given by stu- 
dents in grades 7-12 for trying 
drugs and alcohol. 

@ Awareness of Dangers. 
The 1987 survey results show 
widely differing attitudes 


between students in grades 
4-6 and those of students in 
grades 7-12 about the dan- 
gers of alcohol. For instance, 
12 percent of fourth graders 
believe that one daily drink of 
beer will cause “no harm,” yet 
25 percent of 7-12 graders— 
one in four—believe that it will 
cause “no harm.” But 7-12 
graders believe more strongly 
that once-daily use of drugs 
can cause ‘“‘great harm.” 
About 83 percent of 1987's 
fourth graders see ‘‘great 
harm” from cocaine use. The 
percentage of 7-12 graders 
who believe this is even 
higher—88 percent. 
e@ Role of School. Students in 
all grades in the survey say 
that school is an important 
place to learn about the dan- 
gers of drugs and drinking. TV 
and movies came in a close 
second. 
e How To Fight Drug and 
Alcohol Use. The over- 
whelming favorite tactic among 
students was for both schools 
and families to tell kids the facts 
about drug and alcohol use. 
Eighty-two percent of stu- 
dents in grades 7-12 also 
thought it would be effective if 
kids encouraged other kids to 
say no to drugs and drinking. 
And 89 percent of 7-12 grad- 
ers thought it would be addi- 
tionally effective if older kids 
taught younger kids about the 
dangers of drugs and alcohol. 





